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Powers, in the form of a* Supplementary Agreement, and must receive in principle the approbation of the three Sovereigns. According to the circumstances, details may be changed by the Admiralty Staffs and the Naval Section of the Imperial and Royal Ministry of War, acting in mutual understanding.
(6) Outside the Mediterranean.
Naval units which may be lying in the same foreign port or within reach of one another shall attempt to join forces^ provided they have not received other orders, with a view to cooperating in the interests of the Triple Alliance.
In case it may be assumed from the general political situation that war will probably break out between the Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente, the commanders of such vessels of the Triple Alliance Powers as may find themselves in foreign waters in the same region shall be informed by their superior authorities, acting in accordance with a mutual understanding between the Admiralty Staffs and the Naval Section of the Imperial and Royal Ministry of War, of the existence of a Naval Agreement. In this case it shall be the duty of the respective commanders of vessels to come to a reciprocal understanding regarding the measures to be taken on the outbreak of hostilities, keeping before them the special instructions which they shall have received from their superior authorities.
2. THE SUPREME COMMAND.
(a) The Supreme Command of the Naval Forces of the Triple Alliance in the Mediterranean may be intrusted to an Austro-Hungarian or to an Italian Flag-Officer, whose nomination shall have been decided on in time of peace by reciprocal agreement of the States of the Triple Alliance.
If, during the course of the joint operations, the Commander-in-Chief shall become incapacitated for service or for other reasons
"Befehlshaber von Schiffen des Dreibundes, welche auf einer Auslaadstation zusammentreffen und im Kriege gemeinsam operieren konnten, werden sich uber die im Kriegsfalle zu ergreifenden Massnahmen schon im Frieden verstandigen."